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Africa  

 

Cameroon: Lucas Ayaba Cho, Commander in Chief of 

the Ambazonia Defence Forces (ADF), denied 

responsibility for the kidnapping of Swiss and Italians 

nationals in the south west of the country. The tourists 

were abducted on April 2 as they travelled to the twin 

lakes in Mundemba. Teams from the Rapid Intervention 

Battalion rescued them. The government confirmed it 

had freed 18 hostages, including five Italian and seven 

Swiss tourists as well as six municipal officials. On April 

5, tour operator of African Adventures said there had not 

been any kidnapping but the group had been stopped by 

armed men who carried out a check of their documents 

and vehicles before allowing them to continue. (Griffin 

Underwriting, Security Update – April 4, 2018)    

Congo: On May 13, two British tourists were released in 

an area near the Virunga National Park after two days in 

captivity. Bethan Davies and Robert Jesty were abducted 

alongside their Congolese driver after their vehicle was 

ambushed by unknown armed men in the park on May 

11. Park authorities, as well as the Congolese and British 

governments, declined to say how the two British 

nationals were released. It was previously reported that 

the kidnappers had demanded USD 200,000 for their 

release. Since prior to the incident, the UK Foreign Office 

advised against travelling to the area as a result of high 

levels of armed and criminal activity. (Constellis, Kidnap 

and Ransom Insight – May 2018) 

Libya: The bodies of three children of a businessman, 

were found in the woods, 60km west of Tripoli. The 

children were kidnapped in December 2015. An officer 

from criminal investigations said that, under 

interrogation, the leader of the kidnapping gang, Al 

Nimer al Mahjoubi, had confessed to killing the three 

victims and burying them in Baraem woods. He was the 

head of a very dangerous gang operating in the west of 

the country. The kidnappers had asked for a large ransom 

for the three children. (Griffin Underwriting, Security 

Update – April 7, 2018)    

Nigeria: A newspaper gave details of five high-profile 

kidnappings of foreigners in the past six months: 

1. Michael Cremza, a German engineer, was 

kidnapped in Kano State on April 16. 

2. Two Canadians and two Americans named as 

Nate Vangeest, John Lirlin, Rachael Kelley, and Dean 

Slocum, were kidnapped in Kagarko Local Government 

Area, Kaduna State, in January 2018. Several days later, 

they were rescued by police and two suspects were 

arrested. 

3. Four British citizens working for a medical 

charity were kidnapped in the Burutu area, Delta State, in 

October 2017. One of the victims, Ian Squire, was shot 

the following day, and the other three, Alanna Carson, 

David Donovan and Shirley Squire were freed after one 

month following negotiations. 

4. Maurizio Pallu, an Italian priest, was 

kidnapped in October 2017 outside Benin City to where 

he was travelling for a meeting. He was released six days 

later. 

5. Thomas Arnold and Henry Gideon, South 

Africans working at a mining site at Maidano, Kaduna 

State, were kidnapped on  January 23, 2018 and moved 

to Birnin Gari forest from where they were rescued by 

police on  January 27. 

6. Four Chinese nationals were kidnapped while 

travelling on board a fishing trawler through Ayeton 

Creek, Lagos, in December 2017. They were rescued in 

a joint operation between the Army and Navy after a gun 

battle in which one victim was wounded. (Griffin 

Underwriting, Security Update – April 19, 2018)    

Somalia: In South Africa, high-profile kidnappings 

continue to be reported. On April 13, a Polish 

businesswoman was freed after her family reportedly 

paid a €2 million ransom to her kidnappers. Barbara 
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Wadolowska was found by police unharmed near OR 

Tambo International airport after being held captive for 

nearly a week. Wadolowska‚ whose kidnapping 

reportedly sparked a secret international police 

operation‚ was kidnapped outside her hotel in Sandton, 

Johannesburg. Between January and April 2018‚ at least 

seven prominent foreign businesspeople have been 

kidnapped in South Africa for ransoms over half a million 

dollars. Most of these incidents have been carried out by 

sophisticated criminal groups, believed to have links to 

international syndicates. (Constellis, Kidnap and Ransom 

Insight – May 2018) 

Asia and Australia 

China: Kidnapping is likely to continue to pose a limited 

threat in China, where a high conviction rate and 

extensive law enforcement presence in major city centers 

deter most perpetrators. Most reported cases will 

continue to occur in major cities and target foreign 

businesspeople following financial disputes. Local 

traders on March 23 kidnapped an Indian businessman 

from a wholesale market in Yiwu (Zhejiang province). 

The victim was released in late March and flown to India 

in early April. The victim was speaking to his wife on the 

phone when he was abducted. The victim’s family 

reportedly contacted the authorities in India, which 

sought details from their Chinese counterparts. 

According to the victim’s father, local traders confused 

the victim with someone with whom they were engaged 

in a financial dispute. Yiwu’s rapid rise as a business 

center since the early 2000s has made the city attractive 

for foreign businesspeople, particularly Arabs and 

Indians. (Control Risk, China Country Update, April 5, 

2018) 

China: The Australian Federal Police (AFP) on May 14 

issued a warning about a virtual kidnapping scam 

affecting the Chinese community in the country. The 

scam involves extortionists claiming to be Chinese 

government officials contacting Chinese nationals in 

Australia and accusing them of being implicated in 

crimes in China. The extortionists threaten to hurt the 

victim’s family members and friends in China if they are 

in contact with them. Simultaneously, the extortionists 

contact the victim’s family in China and tell them that 

that their loved one in Australia has been kidnapped for 

various amounts of ransom. In most cases, the targets of 

this scam are wealthy Chinese students in Australia. It is 

assessed that this will remain a prevalent trend, as 

extortionists continue to capitalize on students’ fear of 

disappointing their families, who often pay for their 

studies abroad. Moreover, students often have a presence 

on social media outlets, where they tend to share personal 

information including contact details that extortionists 

can use. Nevertheless, perpetrators often select their 

targets at random. Therefore, anyone with access to a 

telephone remains a potential target for virtual 

kidnappers, including Chinese businesspeople and 

employees. (Control Risk, China Country Update, April 

5, 2018)  

India: Two policemen were arrested on April 8, accused 

of the kidnapping of a local businessman earlier in 

February. The detainees, alongside six other officers and 

a lawyer, reportedly demanded an initial ransom of USD 

4.9 million for the release of the businessman, which was 

finally settled with the alleged transfer of 200 bitcoins 

(worth about USD 1.8 million) by the victim. The 

businessman reported the incident to the police on 

February 23. Following the large surge in the value of 

bitcoin, cases of abduction and fraud linked to this virtual 

currency have increased in India. This was the second 

known kidnapping involving ransom in bitcoin in Gujarat 

in less than one month. (Constellis, Kidnap and Ransom 

Insight – May 2018) 

India: A Police Inspector and nine policemen were 

charged in Gujarat for allegedly kidnapping a builder and 

extorting cryptocurrency and cash from him. Shailesh 



 
 

4000 Hollywood Blvd. Suite 420N ● Hollywood, Florida 33021 ● Tel: (305) 931-1732 Fax: (305) 931-1723 
3 

 

  

             C.H. TORO INTERNATIONAL LTD.  

          K&R AND EXTORTION INCIDENTS  

          May 2018 

 

Bhatt, a Surat-based builder, had alleged he was 

kidnapped from near a hotel in Gandhinagar on February 

9. He claimed he had been taken to a farmhouse where 

Inspector Patel beat him and forced him to transfer 200 

bitcoins (USD 1.316 million). Patel also demanded a 

further Rs32 crore (USD 4.94 million). The police stated 

that their investigation had yet to confirm the transfer of 

the bitcoins and the Rs32 crore could not be transferred. 

However, CCTV coverage had confirmed the victim’s 

version of events leading to his kidnapping. (Griffin 

Underwriting, Security Update – April 8, 2018)    

Malaysia: Datuk Ramli Din, Sabah State Police 

Commissioner, announced the extension of the ESSZone 

curfew until April 23. He said the curfew was necessary 

to prevent terrorists and other criminal elements from 

entering and threatening the security of local residents on 

land and at sea as well as international visiting 

researchers and foreign tourists. He added that, based on 

information, Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) and cross border 

kidnap-for-ransom criminals from the southern 

Philippines still posed a threat. The curfew is from 

6:00pm to 6:00am and covers the districts of Tawau, 

Semporna, Kunak, Lahad Datu, Kinabatangan, Sandakan 

and Beluran. (Griffin Underwriting, Security Update – 

April 6, 2018)    

The Philippines: The police rescued Yuji Nakajima, a 

32 year old Japanese man and resident of Tokyo, and 

arrested two Filipinos who had been holding the victim 

in a house outside Manila. The victim arrived in Manila 

in March with a Japanese business partner. There was a 

disagreement with his partner who returned to Japan 

shortly after. The victim was met at his hotel by two 

Filipinos who invited him to accompany them after being 

advised to do so by his partner. The two Filipinos and 

another Japanese national held him captive in a house 

while they contacted his family in Tokyo. The police did 

not state if there had been any negotiations as these would 

have been done between the kidnappers and the family in 

Tokyo. The Japanese Embassy in Manila acting at the 

request of the victim’s family approached the police for 

help. The police rescued the victim and arrested the 

suspects. On April 11, the police announced a further two 

Filipinos and a Japanese had been arrested. (Griffin 

Underwriting, Security Update – April 5, 2018)    

Singapore: The Singapore Police Force (SPF) issued a 

news release in which it said that it had received 

numerous reports of members of the public receiving 

SMS messages claiming that a loved one had been 

kidnapped and demanding that money be transferred to 

ensure the loved one’s continued safety. On the SPF’s 

Facebook page, five people within a 24 hour period had 

posted screenshots of a message that said: “I kidnap your 

daughter. If you want your daughter safe, bank $500,000 

(USD 370,370) to my account now. If you report police, 

I will rape your daughter”. The SPF advised recipients of 

these messages to remain calm, refrain from transferring 

money or replying and to contact their loved ones 

immediately to confirm their safety. They should inform 

the SPF on the police hotline. (Griffin Underwriting, 

Security Update – April 4, 2018)    

Europe and CIS  

France: A Moroccan born Islamic extremist gunmen 

took hostages in Super U supermarket in Trebes, 60 miles 

southeast of Toulouse, shouting “Allahu akbar” and 

claiming he was a “soldier of the Islamic State” as he 

entered the building. During the hostage taking, he 

demanded the release of Salah Abdeslam, the only 

remaining surviving assailant of the November 13, 2015 

attacks in Paris that left 130 people dead. Police officer, 

Colonel Arnaud Beltrame, offered himself in exchange 

for a female hostage and was subsequently shot dead by 

the hostage taker. A total of four hostages were killed and 

the gunman died when police stormed the supermarket. 

(Griffin Underwriting, Security Update – March 23, 

2018)    
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Italy: Three men, a 67 year old Bosnian and 58 and 50 

year old Italians, all with long criminal  records, were 

arrested by police in Rome as they were waiting to kidnap 

for ransom a Rome based businessman from near the 

Stadio Olympico in Rome. The kidnapping was planned 

to take place while police were distracted by their duties 

at the Roma-Barcelona Champions League match 

(Griffin Underwriting, Security Update – April 11, 

2018)    

Spain: On March 30, police in the locality of Arona, 

Tenerife, rescued a kidnapped couple, an Italian man and 

a Brazilian woman. During the operation, the perpetrator, 

a man of Italian nationality, was also arrested. According 

to reports, the victims had been held at gunpoint inside 

their own house and the attacker demanded ransom in 

bitcoin for their release. The kidnapper later released the 

man, to allow him to go into town to make the transfer, 

threatening to kill his partner, still held at home, if he did 

not return with proof of the transfer. Instead of 

complying, the victim reported the incident to the 

authorities, who immediately responded and (Constellis, 

Kidnap and Ransom Insight – May 2018) 

Russia: A spokesman for the Criminal Investigation 

Department of Western Degunino, Moscow, announced 

that six suspects had been arrested in connection with the 

kidnapping of a man in November 2017 in the Dmitrov 

District, Moscow. The victim was held for two days until 

he agreed to pay a ransom of 20 million roubles (USD 

350,000). (Griffin Underwriting, Security Update – 

March 23, 2018)    

Middle East 

Iraq: Bashar Mustafa, a Kurd from Duhok and Vice 

President of the Olympic Committee in Iraq as well as 

Head of the Boxing Federation, was kidnapped by armed 

men while travelling from Karbala to Baghdad. He had 

been attending the funeral of a member of the Boxing 

Federation. According to a security source, armed men 

dressed in military uniforms set up a fake check point on 

the road near Musayyib. The Head of the Iraq Olympic 

Committee later said the motive for the kidnapping was 

unclear. The victim was released on April 25. No details 

were released on the motives behind the kidnapping. 

(Griffin Underwriting, Security Update – April 24, 

2018)    

UAE: On May 3, Dubai authorities said that three Asians 

were being processed for the kidnapping of an Asian 

driver and another man. The accused, dressed in military 

uniforms, showed at the victims’ residence in the area of 

Rashadiyah, and requested the victims to accompany 

them to the district police station. The accused reportedly 

based their request on the grounds that the victims were 

living in a families-only area and as such, they would be 

fined about US$16,300. The victims obliged, but instead 

of going to the police station, the criminals kept them 

hostage inside the car. The victims were reportedly 

beaten throughout their ordeal and driven around the area 

for five hours until they managed to pay the men almost 

US$11,000 for their release. (Constellis, Kidnap and 

Ransom Insight – May 2018) 

Yemen: An Australian couple and their two daughter 

were approached by pirates, while sailing off the Yemen 

coast. The pirates stalked their yacht for about four hours 

during which time more skiffs arrived cutting in in front 

of them in an effort to prevent them sailing towards other 

vessels in the area. They sent out a distress call and a 

Japanese warship dispatched a helicopter and an aircraft 

to monitor the situation. The Japanese pilot established 

radio contact with the yacht and directed them towards 

other vessels in the area. The pirates were closing in when 

a Japanese and a Pakistani warship appeared on the 

horizon that resulted in the pirates withdrawing. The 

Pakistani warship supplied the yacht with fuel and 

escorted it to Djibouti. (Griffin Underwriting, Security 

Update – April 1, 2018)    
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North America 

Canada: In separate incidents in early May, two Chinese 

students in Vancouver were targeted by phone by 

criminals posing as members of the Chinese consulate. 

The callers reportedly requested cooperation as part of a 

police investigation or threatened the victims to prosecute 

them for an alleged crime in China. Victims were then 

convinced to send videos to their relatives in China, 

indicating they had been kidnapped. The students were 

also convinced to switch off or destroy their phones, 

avoid social networks, and relocate to a motel. 

Meanwhile, the criminals demanded a ransom from their 

relatives who could not reach the alleged victims. The 

local police confirmed that a “substantial” amount was 

obtained by the perpetrators in these two cases, but did 

not specify the sum. According to police records, 20 such 

crimes were reported in Vancouver in 2017 and two so 

far in 2018. (Constellis, Kidnap and Ransom Insight – 

May 2018) 

Latin America and the Caribbean  

Argentina: Three kidnaps in one evening demonstrate 

threat will persist on outskirts of capital. The kidnaps 

took place in the three contiguous neighborhoods of 

Morón, Ituzaingó and Moreno (all Buenos Aires 

province). Surveillance camera footage captured the 

incident in Ituzaingó. The kidnappers overtook and 

stopped in front of the victim as he was driving in a 

residential area. Three assailants forced him out of his car 

and drove him away. After demanding an unspecified 

sum of money they drove him to his house and stole 

various items before releasing him. Both of the other 

incidents ended with the victims’ release within 

approximately an hour and a half following payment of 

ransoms. (Control Risk, Argentina Country Update - 

April 24, 2018) 

Brazil: Extortion continues to permeate all levels of 

society in Brazil. Organized criminal groups, corrupt 

police officers, and opportunistic criminals all participate 

in extortion related activity. Criminal gangs frequently 

target private transport providers for access to their areas 

of operation and charge small businesses a “protection 

fee”. On March 3, three military police officers were 

arrested under suspicion of extorting small business 

owners in Bangu, Rio de Janeiro – a neighborhood beset 

by police involvement in kidnapping, extortion, and 

trafficking of illicit goods. (NYA24 – Latin America 

Report, May 2017) 

Brazil: The manager of the Sicoob Credioeste Bank and 

seven of her family members were taken hostage at 

Paineiras, Minas Gerais. The criminals also placed 

explosives in the bank and demanded that the manager 

take money from the Paineiras and Biquinhas agencies 

and give it to them. It was not known if any money was 

paid to the criminals but the victims were released in 

Confin during the night of March 2. No arrests had been 

made. (Griffin Underwriting, Security Update – March 1, 

2018)    

Brazil: The Financial Director of Banco do Nordeste de 

Caruaru was kidnapped by six armed men as he returned 

to his home in Caruaru, in the Agreste of Pernambuco. 

The gunmen also held his family hostage overnight 

before ordering the Financial Director to go to work and 

take money from the bank’s safe. While his family were 

kept hostage by the kidnappers, he went to work, opened 

the safe, and stocked one of the bank’s self-service bins 

in accordance with his routine, before filling the other 

box. He took the money and left the bank. He handed the 

money over to the criminals who released his family 

before fleeing. (Griffin Underwriting, Security Update – 

March 1, 2018)       

Brazil: A businessman who sold farm machinery, was 

rescued by police at Vespasiano, Belo Horizonte, after 
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being kidnapped three days earlier at Contagem, Belo 

Horizonte. Ransom was demanded for his release, but in 

the meantime, residents in the area reported strange 

movement in the safe house to the police, who searched 

the area and found the victim. (Griffin Underwriting, 

Security Update – March 21, 2018)       

Brazil: Carlos Roberto Martins, a businessman, was 

rescued from an empty house after being kidnapped on 

April 15, as he arrived home in Aguas Lindas de Goias, 

Federal District, with his wife and daughter. The 

kidnappers robbed valuables from the house, before 

demanding about USD 123,800 that they believed was in 

the house. When they were told there was not that money 

in the house, they took the victim with them. (Griffin 

Underwriting, Security Update – April 17, 2018)    

Brazil: On April 28, criminals using fake weapons 

carried out an express kidnapping targeting a Brazilian 

family of three in Jardim Mirante, São Paolo. Domestic 

nationals remain the primary victims of kidnap and 

criminals often target bank managers or security firm 

employees in order to gain access to banks and corporate 

safes. On April 5, four armed criminals attempted to 

kidnap a bank manager and his family in Sāo Domingos 

do Maranhāo in order to access his place of work. Two 

of the four kidnappers were killed as a result of a clash 

with police officers, while the others managed to escape. 

(NYA24 – Latin America Report, May 2017) 

Colombia: Al Gaula de la Policia Nacional reported it 

was investigating information that Zenaida Maria Riano 

Lemus (42), a businesswoman, had been kidnapped on 

the night of February 27 at Ocana, Norte de Santander. 

The victim was kidnapped while walking near Riano 

Pharmacy that she owns and she was forced aboard a 

vehicle by armed men. Both common criminals and the 

ELN are known to carry out kidnapping in the region, but 

there had been no indication which group was 

responsible. In 2014, Dario Riano, her brother, was also 

kidnapped. According to la Fundacion Progresar that 

records kidnapping incidents, there were 44 reported 

cases of kidnapping in Norte de Santander in 2017, 

almost double the number in 2016. (Griffin 

Underwriting, Security Update – March 1, 2018)       

Colombia: Jose Leonardo Ataya Rodriguez, el gerente 

de la Empresa Municipal de Servicios Publicas de Arauca 

(Emserpa), was kidnapped by two men as he was 

travelling with his driver to buy fish in Barrancones, 

Arauca. The kidnappers forced him into a canoe and took 

him across the border to Venezuela. (Griffin 

Underwriting, Security Update – March 28, 2018)       

Colombia: In three separate incidents in Teorama, Norte 

de Santander, on the Venezuelan border, three men were 

kidnapped by gunmen wearing Ejercito de Liberacion 

Nacional (ELN) armbands. In El Centro, Arturo Baene, a 

former municipal administrator, was kidnapped. 

Leonardo Pallares, a tipper vehicle driver, was abducted 

in el Barrio el Carretaro, and Ronal Montejo, the son of a 

seller of meals the public market, was taken in el Barrio 

Belen. (Griffin Underwriting, Security Update – April 2, 

2018)       

Colombia: Alvaro Naranjo (73), a commercial farmer, 

was kidnapped by three armed men and forced into their 

vehicle at Guachene, norte del Cauca. The victim was 

working on a piece of his land when kidnapped. The 

Commander of the Cauca Police said the kidnappers were 

common criminals. At the end of March, Isuro Rosale, 

owner of a transport company, was kidnapped in Purce. 

Dissidents from FARC and other guerrilla organizations 

such as ELN and EPL operate in the area where the 

kidnappings have taken place. (Griffin Underwriting, 

Security Update – April 19, 2018)       

Costa Rica: A Colombian man, Diego Garcia Lemus, was 

kidnapped in Goicoechea, on April 19. The man had lived in Costa 

Rica since 2008, and according to police had no connection to 

organized crime. His family in Colombia reportedly paid a ransom 
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of USD 14,000 for his release, but his decapitated and tortured 

body was found on the side of the road in San Ramon on April 30. 

(Unity Resources Group – Monthly Kidnap Digest – 

April 2018) 

Ecuador: Oscar Efrén Villacís Gómez and Katty Vanesa 

Velasco Pinargote a middle-aged couple were kidnapped early 

morning on April 13 in the port town of San Lorenzo, 18km from 

the border with Colombia. Walter Artízala, the former FARC 

guerrilla nicknamed Guacho, announced the kidnapping with a 

proof of life video of the victims sent by WhatsApp. The 

authorities have lost contact with the kidnappers. (Unity 

Resources Group – Monthly Kidnap Digest – April 2018) 

Ecuador: During the reporting period, the kidnap threat 

along the Colombian border increased due to heightened 

activity from the estimated 1,200 former FARC rebels 

believed to have joined dissident groups operating in the 

region. The groups have conducted a number of 

kidnappings in retaliation to President Moreno’s 

militarization of the area in an attempt to interrupt the 

flow of narcotics to the Pacific Coast. On March 26, two 

Ecuadorean journalists and their driver were kidnapped 

in Esmeraldas on the Colombian border, and on April 13 

it was confirmed they had been killed. On April 17, two 

more Ecuadoreans were kidnapped by the same group, 

believed to be led by a dissident known as “Gaucho”, in 

the same area. Although recent incidents have primarily 

affected Ecuadoreans, the threat also applies to foreign 

nationals and travel in the border region is strongly 

advised against. (NYA24 – Latin America Report, May 

2017) 

Ecuador: The threat of extortion remained substantial 

during the reporting period. The most frequently reported 

incidents involve criminals posing as policemen with the 

intent to extort individuals for financial gain. On April 

12, security officials arrested two men impersonating 

police officers who sought out wanted criminals and 

demanded money, threatening incarceration otherwise. 

Cases of extortion by bogus security officials reported in 

media highlight incidents against domestic nationals, 

however, foreign nationals should be aware of the trend. 

Foreign nationals are especially vulnerable to this type of 

extortion, particularly if travelling alone on remote rural 

roads. (NYA24 – Latin America Report, May 2017) 

Guatemala: El Comando Antisecuestros de la Policia 

Nacional Civil y el Ministro Publico mounted an 

operation in San Pedro Scatepequez, San Marcos, close 

to the border with Mexico, during which two female 

kidnapping victims, Julissa Selena Perez Chavez (22) and 

Viana Esterfania Zunun Gonzalez (18), were rescued and 

four suspects, two Guatemalans and two Mexicans, 

arrested. The two victims were kidnapped on March 26 

in San Marcos City and the kidnappers demanded a 

ransom for their safe release. (Griffin Underwriting, 

Security Update – March 30, 2018) 

Jamaica: Three women, one man and a 7 year old girl 

were kidnapped at around 3:00am when armed men 

forced their way into two houses in the Galloway district, 

Westmoreland. Hours later, the victims were released 

after a ransom was paid. (Griffin Underwriting, Security 

Update – April 25, 2018)       

México: The Chairwoman of the anti-kidnapping NGO 

Alto al Secuestro, Mrs Miranda de Wallace accused the 

incumbent PRI administration under President Enrique 

Peña Nieto of failing to implement a coherent or effective 

security policy during his tenure, which will come to end 

in July. This failure, she claimed, has resulted in 10,899 

kidnappings during his Presidency (2012-18) to-date 

compared to 5,379 during the six years of Filipe 

Calderon’s administration (2006-12), an increase of 95 

percent. She urged the candidates vying for positions in 

this year’s Presidential race to propose serious security 

strategies instead of launching partisan attacks at each 

other. (Unity Resources Group – Monthly Kidnap Digest 

– April 2018) 
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Mexico: La Fiscalia del Estado de Chihuahua reported 

that five suspects had been arrested in connection with 

the kidnapping of Thania Denisse Medina Rodriguez 

(33), a lawyer, as she left her office in the centre of 

Chihuahua at around 6:00pm, on February 28. Three 

armed men dragged her into their vehicle and drove 

away. The kidnappers demanded a ransom in bitcoins 

(the most popular cryptocurrency in the world) and the 

victim’s family transferred an undisclosed sum to obtain 

her release. (Griffin Underwriting, Security Update – 

March 3, 2018)       

México: There were 11 fatal extortion-related incidents 

reported in April. These events occurred in Guanajuato, 

Guerrero, Oaxaca, Sinaloa, Tamaulipas, and Veracruz. 

Among the victims were the owners, employees, or 

patrons of various businesses including small stores, a 

barber, restaurants, bars, and an event venue. Also, a 

businessman was injured by gunfire for not responding to 

extortion demands in Las Choapas, Veracruz. (HX-

Harary Security, Mexico Intelligence – April 2018) 

México: Federal authorities reported the disruption of 

just four kidnapping operations during April. This figure 

is the lowest since October 2015. They were reported in 

Tamaulipas and Veracruz (3 locations). Also in one case, 

the owner of a laser surgery clinic was charged with 

kidnapping and homicide in Tuxpan, Veracruz. In 

addition to the abovementioned cases, authorities were 

able to rescue several kidnapping victims, or frustrate 

their kidnapping altogether: 

- Police rescued an oil field worker who had been 

kidnapped near Coatzacoalcos.  

- Municipal police frustrated an attempted kidnapping 

and arrested three individuals (including a female 

suspect) in Escobedo, Nuevo León.  

- Several men attempted to kidnap the daughter of a 

physician, as she was walking to her secondary 

school in Cárdenas, Tabasco. She was able to escape 

by running into the school grounds where she was 

helped by staff.  

- A businessman was injured by gunfire while resisting 

an attempted kidnapping near his office in 

Coatzacoalcos.  

In other cases, the victims were eventually released by 

their captors.  

- A businessman was released by his kidnappers after 

spending two days in captivity in Xalapa, Veracruz. 

The whereabouts or condition of many other victims 

remains unclear. 

- An attorney was kidnapped in Reynosa.  

- A businessman was kidnapped in Xalapa, Veracruz.  

- Several gunmen entered a public pool and kidnapped 

four individuals from the facility in northern San 

Miguel de Allende, Guanajuato.  

- A citrus farmer was kidnapped in Martínez de la 

Torre, Veracruz.  

- A driver for the Agua Misant water purification plant 

was intercepted while driving and subsequently 

kidnapped from the vehicle in Jaltipan de Morelos, 

Veracruz.  

- Two Pemex workers were kidnapped in Nanchital, 

Veracruz. Another Pemex worker was kidnapped 

from his vehicle while traveling near Agua Dulce, 

Veracruz.  

In other cases, the kidnap victims were eventually killed.  

- For example, the owner of several restaurants in the 

Monterrey area was kidnapped and eventually 

murdered in Guadalupe, Nuevo León.  

- An engineer was kidnapped and murdered in Jaltipan 

de Morelos, Veracruz.  

- A young married couple was kidnapped in Omealca, 

Veracruz. The body of the woman was found a few 

days later.  
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- A 7-year-old boy was killed during an attempted 

kidnapping near his home in Chilpancingo, Guerrero. 

(HX-Harary Security, Mexico Intelligence – April 

2018) 

Mexico: On February 17, two Americans were 

kidnapped in Nuevo Leon state and rescued nine days 

later from the northern city of Monterrey. On February 9, 

three Belizean cyclists were kidnapped and held in 

Matamoros City, Tamaulipas, shortly after crossing the 

border. Criminal gangs operate in border areas and some 

have the intent to kidnap foreign nationals for ransom due 

to the victims’ perceived affluence compared to the local 

population. The number of incidents of extortion, 

particularly in tourist areas, has increased slightly since 

the previous reporting period. (NYA24 – Latin America 

Report, May 2017) 

Mexico: National statistics show 973 incidents of 

extortion occurred in February and March of 2018. States 

that reported the highest rate of extortion during this 

reporting period include Baja California Sur, Nuevo 

Leon and Jalisco. During the reporting period, the threat 

of kidnap for ransom remained substantial, with a 

heightened threat in areas of armed group activity 

characterized by weak law enforcement, and along the 

country’s porous borders frequently used as drug 

trafficking routes. On April 13, suspected ELN members 

kidnapped the president of a community action 

committee in the municipality of Teorama in Norte de 

Santander department, which borders Venezuela. 

(NYA24 – Latin America Report, May 2017) 

Mexico: Statistics released by el Secetariado Ejecutivo 

del Sistema Nacional de Seguridad Publica (SESNSP) 

showed the number of recorded kidnappings to date 

during the five years and three months of the presidency 

of President Enrique Pena Nieto had reached 6,667 that 

exceeded the 6,584 recorded for the six years of the 

presidency of ex-President Felipe Calderon Hinojosa. 

The leading states according to the SESNSP figures 

were: Tamaulipas – 983; Estado de Mexico – 957; 

Veracruz – 654; Guerrero – 539; Tabasco – 444,; 

Morelos – 380; Ciudad de Mexico – 263; Oaxaca – 188; 

Nuevo Leon – 169; Zacatecas – 157; Jalisco – 139; 

Coahuila – 104 and Sinaloa – 100. (Griffin Underwriting, 

Security Update – April 21, 2018)       

Mexico: According to a government report, the 

authorities in Jalisco State are aware of 40 narco cells that 

are dedicated to kidnapping. The criminal groups operate 

mainly in the metropolitan area of Guadalajara and 

adjoining municipalities, but some also have a presence 

in other parts of the state, especially the southern coastal 

region. The gangs kidnap their victims to defeat rivals 

and to raise funds from extortion targets. However, in 

some cases, innocent people are also kidnapped after 

being mistaken for members of rival criminal 

organizations. (Griffin Underwriting, Security Update – 

April 26, 2018)       

Mexico: La Procuraduria General de Justicia de Baja 

California (PGJE) reported that it had recorded nine cases 

of kidnapping in the first four months of 2018 compared 

with 12 cases during the whole of 2017. There was one 

kidnapping in Mexicali, one in Ensenada and seven in 

Tijuana. (Griffin Underwriting, Security Update – April 

28, 2018)       

Nicaragua: A 3 year old boy was kidnapped from the 

arms of his nanny who was bringing him home from 

school, by two hooded and armed men in Chinandega. 

The victim was taken to the home of a relative of one of 

the kidnappers. The police rescued the victim after a few 

hours and arrested the two kidnappers as they tried to 

escape. The motive was to obtain a ransom payment. 

(Griffin Underwriting, Security Update – March 9, 

2018)       
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Paraguay: The police confirmed that the bodies of 

Alecio Dresch (73), a Brazilian citizen, and his 12 year 

old grandson, Leonardo Farias, who were kidnapped on 

October 23, 2017, had been found after a tip off by one 

of the arrested suspects. The bodies were in a pit in the 

area of Nuevo Toledo, Caaguazu, where they were 

kidnapped. After the kidnapping, the authorities were 

informed that a ransom demand of USD 300,000 was 

made by phone to a relative of the victims. (Griffin 

Underwriting, Security Update – March 1, 2018) 

Trinidad: The stepdaughter of the Trinidad Minister 

Stuart Young was kidnapped from the house of a friend 

in Diego Martin by two gunmen. She was found 

unharmed by police the following morning. The police 

reported that an initial demand of USD 200,000 had been 

communicated and that the sum that secured her release 

was USD 167,000. The ransom payment was later denied 

by Stuart Young. (Unity Resources Group – Monthly 

Kidnap Digest – April 2018) 

Venezuela: The kidnap of a professional football 

(soccer) player was resolved on April 3, after his 

abduction in Pedro María Ureña municipality (Táchira 

state) several days earlier. Two assailants on motorbikes 

on March 29, 2018 abducted the victim in the Aguas 

Calientes area of Pedro María Ureña municipality. Some 

media reports indicated that the Investigative Police 

(CICPC) rescued the victim, while at least one indicated 

that he was released over the border in Cúcuta (Norte de 

Santander department, Colombia). At least one media 

report indicated that the kidnappers had demanded a 

ransom. (Control Risk, Venezuela Country Update, April 

6, 2018) 

Venezuela: On April 25, a 74-year-old Syrian 

businessman was rescued from a safe house in Carapita 

(Capital District). The kidnappers reportedly demanded a 

large ransom in USD and severed his ring finger to 

increase pressure for payment. The victim was seized as 

he approached his home in Sebucan, Sucre municipality 

(Miranda state), on April 17. The kidnappers then 

contacted the victim’s family and allegedly demanded 

USD 200,000. The ransom demand was lowered as the 

case went on, but because of a lack of immediate payment 

the kidnappers decided to cut off the victim’s finger. 

According to a report on April 27 in El Nacional, the 

family paid the kidnappers a ransom in USD and gold 

jewelry. (Control Risk, Venezuela Country Update, May 

1, 2018) 

Venezuela: The kidnapping threat in Venezuela is 

among the highest in Latin America, with Capital District 

and Miranda state the top hotspots for the crime. 

According to Control Risks’ statistics, more than 53% of 

all incidents recorded since the beginning of 2016 took 

place in one of these two neighboring states. There is also 

evidence that gangs operate between the two states. 

Several recorded kidnaps in that period began in the state 

of Miranda, but the final stages of the negotiations and 

release/rescue of the victim took place in the Capital 

District. The majority of kidnaps in the Capital District 

and Miranda state involve local nationals. However, 

Control Risks also regularly records incidents involving 

foreign nationals, especially expatriate commercial 

business owners who are attractive targets because of 

their perceived wealth and access to foreign currency. 

One foreign commercial business owner was kidnapped 

while driving in Candelaria, Libertador municipality, 

Caracas (Capital District) on March 4. The assailants 

pretended to be police officers and then contacted the 

victim’s family and demanded a large ransom. The victim 

was rescued within two days. (Control Risk, Venezuela 

Country Update, May 1, 2018) 

 

 


